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Good afternoon Friends, 
 

I read a news article this morning about a protest in Scottsdale, by people who think that wearing masks is a form of 
bureaucratic captivity.  The organizer exclaimed from behind a mask, “I can’t breathe!” And he took it off so that he 
could breathe.  Some have accused him of mocking George Floyd.  Now the organizer claims that he never intended 
to bring disgrace to the Floyd family as he cried out for help using the same words that George Floyd said as he died 
from asphyxiation.   
 

I am not here to judge what is in someone’s heart.  What I do know is that as Christians, we have always been a peo-
ple for life – for freedom – for all!  Paul says in Galatians 3:28: “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
used this scripture as he alluded to a time in the future when all of God’s children – Black and White, Jew and Gen-
tile, Protestant and Catholic will be able to hold hands and sing. 
 

At New Covenant, we have been steeped in a culture that has called us to do what Jesus did – to love our neighbor.  
Some have made the argument against mask wearing by saying that it is a basic human right to freely choose not to 
wear a mask – and you’re right, it is.  There is also an argument for freedom for masks.  When you wear a face mask, 
you not only may protect yourself, but you may also protect your neighbor – freedom from and freedom for.  We live 
in a complex world – where we look at freedom not only from our perspective, but also for the perspective of our 
neighbor.  And Jesus’ call to love our neighbor means that we are always to err on the side of freedom for the sake of 
our neighbor.     
 

As we navigate these uncertain times, there are a couple of things that have helped me to remain centered.  Each day, 
the time that I spend in the Word of God and reflect on that Word helps me to prepare for each day.  Secondly, it is 
taking time for prayer that also guides me.  When I do these two things, my world becomes more centered, less     
chaotic and more focused.  I invite you to join me in these two exercises. 
 

This weekend we will complete our mission support for the Vista del Camino food bank.  In July we will turn our fo-
cus to raising financial support for water for Grace Lutheran Church Homeless Ministry.  
 

The week of July 13 - 17, Molly Bass and Patti are hosting an online music camp.  Students 4th grade and older are 
invited to sign up for the camp that will emphasize sight-singing, music theory, and acting.  Check for additional in-
formation on page 2 of this E-Weekly. 
 

This Sunday we continue our series from I Peter as we look at the theme of “Gird Up Your Loins!”  Now before we 
get into a debate about who makes the best loins cloth (underwear), let’s remember that Peter was talking about 
“Girding up the loins of your mind!”  Let’s use the minds that God has given us as we look at I Peter 1: 13-25 and 
make choices for how we will live our lives. 
 
Blessings! 
Pastor Steve 

To access our online Worship Sunday 10:00 AM go to our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/NewCovenantAZ 
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Offerings can be mailed to: 

New Covenant Lutheran Church 

15152 N. Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd. 

Scottsdale, AZ  85260 

 

Online go to:  www.newcovenantaz.church 

Click on Donate Now  

Sunday School! 
 

Online Sunday School is taking a                      
summer break.  Contact the office at                                             

office@newcovenantaz.org if you would like to 
be included on the email distribution of Sunday 
School materials (videos, songs, activities) to do 

at home with your family.  

Saturday online yoga is not a weekly event 

over the summer.  Watch this space for the 

next time that it will be offered.   

Hospitality                              
Join us at 11 am on Sundays for time  

together on Zoom and be a part of face-
to-face conversations with one another!  
Zoom with meeting id: 841 5937 9421 

(No password) 
 

ICM has reopened and is in need of everything. 
ICM provides food and clothing for the working 
poor in central Phoenix.  Donations can be taken 
to Mary Reynoso’s home and she will arrange 

for the ICM truck to pick them up.  Contact 
Mary at mreynoso1@cox.net to find out about 

specific donation items (for example, they can’t 
accept furniture but need most everything else) 

and where items should be taken.  

https://www.newcovenantaz.church
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(Sunday’s Call to Worship Hymn) 

 

Amazing Grace 
 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now am found 
Was blind but now I see 

 
Through many dangers toils and snares 

I have already come 
’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far 

And grace will lead me home 
 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 
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(Sunday’s Sermon Song) 

 
Build My Life 

 
Worthy of ev’ry song we could ever sing 

Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 
Worthy of ev’ry breath we could ever breathe 

We live for You 
 

Jesus the name above ev’ry other name 
Jesus the only one who could ever save 

Worthy of ev’ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You we live for You 

 
Holy there is no one like You 

There is none beside You open up my eyes in wonder 
And show me who You are and fill me with Your heart 

And lead me in Your love to those around me 
 

Worthy of ev’ry song we could ever sing 
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 

Worthy of ev’ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You 

 
Jesus the name above ev’ry other name 
Jesus the only one who could ever save 

Worthy of ev’ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You we live for You 

 
Holy there is no one like You 

There is none beside You open up my eyes in wonder 
And show me who You are and fill me with Your heart 

And lead me in Your love to those around me 
 

I will build my life upon Your love 
It is a firm foundation 

I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken 

 
Holy there is no one like You 

There is none beside You open up my eyes in wonder 
And show me who You are and fill me with Your heart 

And lead me in Your love to those around me 
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(Sunday’s Sending Song) 

 

10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) 
 
 

Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul 
Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before O my soul 
I’ll worship Your holy name 

 
The  sun comes up it’s a new day dawning 

It’s time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes 
 

Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul 
Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before O my soul 
I’ll worship Your holy name 

 
You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 
 

Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul 
Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before O my soul 
I’ll worship Your holy name 

 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore  
 

Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul 
Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before O my soul 
I’ll worship Your holy name 

Worship Your holy name 
Lord I’ll worship Your holy name 
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